THE HAN ERA AND ITS AFTERMATH        267
by the use of the Eight Diagrams, the latter by that of
tortoise-shells and chicken-bones. A good history, that of
Pan Ku (d. a.d. 98) has much information as to peoples
ancient and contemporary. The Canon of the Chinese
script was compiled about a.d. 200. It contains over
10,000 characters and variants, and is based largely upon
the Classics.
But perhaps the chief achievements of the Han Age are
the discovery of the art of paper-making in a.d. 105 and
the development of the brush for writing and painting on
both paper and silk. These were to make her greatest
arts possible. Potters, ironsmiths, and other skilled crafts-
men abounded, and the age was fruitful of luxuries. Our
illustration shows a very delicate painting: the earliest
Chinese brushwork known to us, it is on the lid of a lady's
toilet box, and is eloquent of a luxurious age.
In spite of all these achievements the era ended in
ignominy in a.d. 220 after a long struggle between eunuchs
and scholars, and the chaos which follows is the result of
long years of anarchy, till China breaks up into the Three
Kingdoms—Han on. the west, Wei on the north-east, and
Wu on the south-east.
It is a dark tale yet full of adventure and romance. The
greatest Chinese novel, San Kuo or 'The Three King-
doms', deals with the years 190-220—the decline and fall
of the house of Han; and the theatre has no more popular
figures than the protagonists in this struggle, though none
of them was great or good. This vast novel, an epic of
Han China, is the work of a great artist, and though no
western mind can follow its great crowds of actors, yet the
chiefs are strongly and clearly portrayed. As in our own
modern novels there is no plot, and as in life the figures
come and go and vanish from our ken.
Ts'ao Ts'ao, wily and treacherous, is a successful
general who subdued the Yellow Turbans, and slew the last
Emperor Hsien-ti in 215. With the loyal and generous
Kuan Yu Chang—later worshipped as God of War—he
is the hero of the book. 'The most popular man in China,

